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Abstract

A method is presented to determine total evaporation from the earth’s surface at a spatial scale that is adequate
for linkage with climate models. The method is based on the water balance of catchments, combined with a cal-
ibrated autoregressive rainfall-runoff model. The time scale used is in the order of decades (10 days) to months.
The rainfall-runoff model makes a distinction between immediate processes (interception and short term stor-
age) and the remaining longer-term processes. Besides the calibrated rainfall-runoff model and the time series
of observed rainfall and runoff, the method requires a relation between transpiration and soil moisture storage.
The method is applied to data of the Bani catchment in Mali, a sub-catchment of the Niger river basin.

Introduction

The determination of spatially integrated evaporation is
an important prerequisite for the correct simulation of
atmospheric processes in climate models. Evaporation
supplies the necessary feedback of moisture to the atmo-
sphere to sustain rainfall (e.g. Salati et al., 1983; Lettau
et al, 1979; Brubaker et al., 1993; Savenije & Hall
1994). Without evaporation, rainfall would rapidly
decline inland, resulting in higher runoff in the coastal
zone and drastic reductions of continental rainfall. On
the west African continent, if evaporation were com-
pletely excluded, rainfall would not reach much further
than several hundreds of kilometres and the Sahara
desert would cover all countries in the Sahelian belt
(Savenije, 1995,1996). In climate and weather models,
the inclusion of moisture feedback through evaporation is
recognised as a necessity to simulate continental rainfall
adequately (e.g. Beljaars and Holtslag, 1991). At present,
the correct representation of moisture feedback into cli-
mate and weather models is one of the major challenges
for both meteorologists and hydrologists.

There are broadly three approaches to the establish-
ment of evaporation time series at these temporal scales:

1. By spatial upscaling of point observations (micro-
scale). There are several ways of determining actual
evaporation from research sites, either through direct
measurement or indirectly by monitoring the compo-
nents of the energy balance equation. Although accu-

rate time series can be obtained for the site under
consideration, the main problem remains the spatial
upscaling.

2. By monitoring and modelling the components of the
energy balance equation (at meso- or macro-scale) on
the basis of remote sensing information, combined
with ground-truth (e.g. Bastiaanssen, 1995; Peters,
1995). Although science-based, these methods have to
make use of semi-empirical relations and incorporate a
considerable amount of uncertainty because of lack of
ground-truth.

3. By establishing the different components of the water
balance equation at the spatial scale of river basins
(meso-scale).

The solution to the problem probably lies in a combi-
nation of these three methods. The remote sensing
approach has the right scale for input into climate mod-
els, but it contains many semi-empirical components that
require verification and calibration by evaporation mea-
surements at the appropriate scale. The river basin
approach has the most adequate scale for this ground-
truth, but it requires, in its turn, verification from plot-
size observations and conversion to the grid-size of the
climate model.

In the following, a method for the simulation of actual
evaporation from a river basin, or sub-basin is presented
which is adequate for this purpose, and which moreover
can be used to analyze the effect of land use on changes
in evaporation and runoff.
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Theory
The water balance of a catchment is defined by:
ds _
@ " PrER M

where:

S:  the total sub-surface storage of moisture in the
catchment § = §, + §,
«. the available moisture for transpiration in the root
zone (exceeding the wilting point) (mm)
the remaining subsurface storage S,=S — .S, (mm)
the areal average rainfall (mm s™)
the areal average evaporation (mm s™)
the average runoff from the catchment (including
groundwater seepage) (mm s ')
time (s)

%

S = v

ot

In S, for this case, the surface water storage is not
considered, since in catchments without major water
bodies, surface water storage (in ponds etc.), at the
timescale considered, is transferred to direct (open water)
evaporation and interception, which is included in E. If,
however, there are major open water bedies in the catch~
ment, then S can be expanded to contain a component
S, which can generally be assessed easily by a reservoir
balance equation. In addition, snow accumulation is not
considered in this approach. :

The water balance equation can be elaborated, distin-
guishing between groundwater storage and storage in the
unsaturated zone, and by separating the evaporation into
interception [ and transpiration T:

ds,
dt

=P-I-T + d5 2
Q+— o)

In gauged catchments, time series of P and Q may
exist at the required spatial and temporal scales. The
variation of the storage and the evaporation, however, is
much more problematical. What can be derived easily is
the evaporation at the timescale of a hydrological year,
since then storage fluctuations may ‘be neglected. How-
ever, the problem remains as to how to disaggregate the
annual evaporation to shorter time steps.

Rainfall-runoff modelling may present a solution, in
that it can supply estimates of / and dS,/ds. If subse-
quently a relation can be established between 7 and Su,
then the equation can be solved.

Rainfall-runoff modelling

The RAINRU model on spreadsheet (Savenije, 1995)
presents a simple but adequate tool to determine these
parameters. In the following, the theory of the approach
is presented for a monthly time step.

Since the runoff in a particular month depends not
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only on the rainfall for that month, but (through storage)
also on the rainfall for the preceding months, a linear
transfer function is used:

n
Q1) =Y b xMax(P(t i) - D,0) )
i=0 ‘
where ¢ €[0,1,2)...#] is the counter of backward time
steps from the start of the rainfall at time step ¢. The
parameters Q, P, and D are expressed in mm month™.
The coefficients ; are determined through multiple step-
wise regression. In fact, the regression coefficients 5, are
hydrograph coefficients resulting from a net rainfall:
N = Max(P-D, 0) (see Appendix A). Some hydrologists
use net rainfall for the amount of rainfall that actually
produces the runoff; here net rainfall is defined as the
part of the rainfall that enters into the rainfall-runoff
process after the immediate process of moisture recycling
to the atmosphere within. the timestep d¢ has been sub-
tracted. The net rainfall N is the rainfall which exceeds a
threshold value D, which consists of interception and
other immediate feedback to the atmosphere during the
time step considered. If P-D<0, than the net rainfall is
zeto. Consequently, D is the threshold loss on a monthly
basis (the maximum amount of immediate moisture feed-
back per month), 4; is the coefficient that determines the
contribution of the net rainfall in month ¢~ to the runoff
in month 7 (the combined effect of surface runoff and
groundwater seepage). In fact, D is the separation
between the immediate and longer-term processes for the
time-scale considered. The immediate processes consist
of the interception, evaporation from temporary surface
storage (pools), bare soil evaporation and immediate tran-
spiration (within the timescale considered) from the sur-
face layer.
For reasons of simplicity, in this paper, D is taken as
a constant in time. This is, however, not necessary. One
could, to account for seasonal fluctuations (for example
to ‘account for leaf area indexes or the number of rain
days per month), establish fixed values of D for different
periods in the year.
Eq. (3) can be simplified to:

Q) = b x N(t-i) (4)
i=0

The net runoff coefficient ¢, on a water year basis, is

defined as:
=300 / PRG )

being the proportion of accumulated catchment discharge
to accumulated net rainfall. The summation is done over
m monthly values ( is a multiple of 12), comprising at
least one hydrological year. The net runoff coefficient
differs from the ‘traditional’ runoff coefficient in that it
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is based purely on the net rainfall, the rainfall which
remains after the immediate moisture feedback processes
have been subtracted.

In Appendix A it is demonstrated mathematically that:

c= zn’b,- (6)
=0

By reasoning, one can reach the same conclusion con-
sidering that the proportion of the accumulated discharge
to the accumulated net rainfall is equal to the amount of
discharge that a unit amount of net rainfall generates,
which, according to unit hydrograph theory, e(]uals the
sum of the hydrograph coefficients. Obviously ¢ should
not be larger than unity.

The coefficients b; are determined through multiple
linear regression. The threshold D is determined itera-
tively until maximum explained variance is obtained. As
an example, the result of rainfall-runoff analysis, on a
monthly time-step basis, is presented in Table 1 for the
Bani catchment.

The Bani catchment lies in West Africa, mostly within
Mali. The Bani, a tributary to the Niger, has its conflu-
ence with the Niger at Mopti. The part of the Bani
modelled here is the area upstream of Douna (near
Ségou) just before it enters into the Niger floodplain.
The catchment area amounts to 101 600 Mm?® and is
covered mostly with savanna vegetation.

Table 1 Regression results for the Bani Catchment

Regression Output:

Threshold rainfall 90mm
Standard error of estimate 6.6
R? 0.94
No. of observations 120
Degrees of freedom 115.
: bo by bz b3 by

Coefficients 000 016 013 0.03 0.02
Standard error of ]

estimate 001 0.01 0.0t 0.01" 0.01

The average rainfall over the catchment, for the period
considered of 1952-1961, amounted to 1311 mm/a; the
average runoff over the same period was 237 mm/a,

“hence the average evaporation was 1074 mm/a, and the

runoff coefficient 0.18.

Fig. la shows the simulated and the measured hydro-
graphs for the Bani catchment. The values of D and ¢ in
the Bani catchment are 90 mm and 0.32 respectively,
meaning that the monthly capacity of immediate rainfall
feedback is 90 mm and that 32% of the remaining water
ends up, eventually, in the river at Douna. The memory
of the system is four months, meaning that the effect of
rainfall on river discharge is felt in the river at Douna
until four months after the end of the rain.

Critical hydrologists may not be impressed by the fit

of measured and computed runoff in Fig. la. Reasons for
the imperfect fit are several, a very deficient rainfall
gauging network, based on only three stations and the
imperfect rating and water level recording at the control
section. However, it is not the intention of this paper to
show that the rainfall-runoff model of equation (3) is
adequate; it is a linear transfer function of which the
applicability to rainfall-runoff processes does not need to
be proven (although Fig 1b shows a split record valida-
tion for the Bani river with the coefficients of D = 90
mm and ¢ = 0.32 applied to the rainfall of 1962-1971).
Rather, the intention is to show that the use of this
simple linear transfer model can isolate immediate mois-
ture feedback from overall evaporation and disaggregate
annual total evaporation over a catchment into monthly
or decade evaporation, which is done in the following
paragraphs.

Establishment of interception and
groundwater storage

It follows from the above theory that the immediate
moisture feedback to the atmosphere (interception, which
on a monthly time scale includes evaporation from pools
and bare soil evaporation) during a timestep ds can be
described by:

I = Min(P,D) o)

meaning that the interception is equal to the rainfall if it
is less than the threshold value and equal to D if it is
more. It also follows that the amount which runs-off
superficially or recharges the groundwater as a result of
the rainfall in a time-step dr is equal to the product of
the net rainfall and the net runoff coefficient, being the
part of the net rainfall that contributes to the runoff pro-
cess:
ds

o+ dtg = ¢ X Max(P — D,0) ®)

Since ¢ and D have been determined through regres-
sion, these components of the water balance in equation
(2) can be determined.

Transpiration as a function of S,

If there is no shortage of water in the unsaturated zone,
transpiration can be potential 7,. The potential transpi-
ration is the difference between the potential evaporation
E, derived from the energy balance and the actual inter-
ception:

Ty=E, -1 )

If, however, shortage through moisture depletion occurs,
the relative transpiration (7/7,) reduces as well. If a

95



Hubert H.G. Savenije

(@)

Bani Catchment

100
0
0. [n}
. [ n
80 EE
|- (N ¥ : : ) . Q
o b . . 3
904 ) Btk Wi ot il e - &
b . L Detsd i .
~ . s
E IR F '+
c. 60 ‘ 4 I ; }
g . dl: li‘ EEINNINE] | COER : 'Il h
A [
[ P
§ a0 4 |1 g T
c: 1 W
30 d 1 & h
i | I
20 - ] h ¢ ¥ 1
14 : : i
It A N ks | . !
EFRRNT. S5 Y FE: UEF! NEF. B¥E SE % ¥ 1
D & H h D h i) | th \ d O
'?.Qﬂ;'lia~n YV SO 1 & [F % ¥ R & P T
0 R * . AR -~ AR WA \Ulaeh \Gakeh) Paah Waegh
1952 1953 L1894 .., 4955 ., 1956 . 1957 . 1958 . 1959 1960 ¢ 1861
' ; time (months)
Q- measured + computed
Bani Catchment
90
®
80 -
Q
p
20
~ 60 - é
£ A
FYa 1
c
§ S0 -
A B
t 40 .
2
3
a 30 4 : [
’ E1
20 4~ N
) t
0 -
0 Nt )

4961 . 1962 .° 1963 . 1984 . 1965 . 1966.. 1967 . 1968 .- 11968 . 1870

0O measured + computed

Fig. 1 (a) Simulated and Measured discharge in the Bani r mzer at Douna (b) Spht retom’ vahdatwn of Bani river at Douna for the
period 1961-70 on the basis of data of 1952-61
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